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\ Mlnlstry of Science and Higher Education - Ethiopia

NATIONAL OPEN ACCESS POLICY OF ETHIOPIA FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
1. Aims and Scope of the Policy

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) Ministry of Science and Higher Education
is committed to supporting research of high quality and to ensuring that public research spending
will lead to a maximum economic and social return. The FDRE Ministry of Science and Higher
Education supports the principles of OPENNESS to research outputs and processes as integral to
research excellence as well as the sharing and creation of new knowledge.

The policy applies to all research outputs authored/created, or co-authored/co-created, by
employees of Ethiopian universities: this includes research outputs of graduate students and PhD
students, It complements and does not override the Open Access requirements of research funders
as they apply to their funded research.

Researchers and research students have to make themselves visible and findable, using persistent
identifiers such as ORCID 1Ds, and their outputs available on an Open Access basis, if their
rescarch resulting entirely or partly from public funding.

For this purpose, the FDRE Ministry of Science and Higher Education has defined the following
policy which must be observed by all recipients of public research funding as of June 17,2019,

2. Rights, Roles and Responsibilities

1. The FDRE Ministry of Science and Higher Education supports the National Academic Digital
Repository of Ethiopia (NADRE) as the aggregated national repository for publications,
underlying research data that proof the validity of the related publication and open educational
resources. Institutional repositories for publication and research data should be open for harvesting
through NADRE,

2, The Universities will provide an Open Access service to inform and advise authors about their
options and publishers’ and funders’ requirements, to administer any University funds available to
pay for Gold Open Access and to manage to develop the institutional repository in support of
Green Open Access.

3. Final peer reviewed manuscripts will be made available by the University Libraries in
compliance with publishers’ requirements.
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ETHIOPIA ADOPTS A NATIONAL OPEN ACCESS POLICY

A new national open access policy will transform research and education in Ethiopia - and now the work begins, writes EIFL guest
blogger Dr Solomon Mekonnen Tekle
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EIFL guest blogger, Dr Solomon Mekonnen Tekle: "And now the work
begins!"
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Posted by Guest Blogger, EIFL, October 4, 2019

In September, Ethiopia adopted a national open access policy
for higher education institutions. EIFL guest blogger, Dr
Solomon Mekonnen Tekle, librarian at Addis Ababa University
Library, and EIFL Open Access Coordinator in Ethiopia,
celebrates the adoption of the policy.

The new national open access policy adopted by the Ministry
of Science and Higher Education of Ethiopia (MOSHE) will
transform research and education in our country. The policy
comes into effect immediately. It mandates open access to all
published articles, theses, dissertations and data resulting
from publicly-funded research conducted by staff and
students at universities that are run by the Ministry - that is
over 47 universities located across Ethiopia.

In addition to mandating open access to publications and data, the new policy encourages open science practices by including
‘openness’ as one of the criteria for assessment and evaluation of research proposals. All researchers who receive public funding must
submit their Data Management Plans to research offices and to university libraries for approval, to confirm that data will be handled
according to international FAIR data principles. (FAIR data are data that meet standards of Findability, Accessibility, Interoperability and

Reusabililty.)
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The new #openaccess policy in #Ethiopia
IS one of the most progressive national
OA policies anywhere.
eifl.net/blogs/ethiopia...
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EXPANDING ACCESS TO RESEARCH IN EAST AFRICA

How an EIFL project increased the amount of research published in open access in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda
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EIFL's work with over 40 universities and research institutes in
Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda over the past three years has led
to a dramatic increase in the amount of research published in
open access (OA) in the three east African countries.

As a result, important research from the region is now visible
and freely available online, for use and re-use by other local
and international researchers, by educators and students, and
by governments and policy makers. The increase in OA opens
up opportunities for researchers to collaborate internationally,
and improves university visibility and profiles.

Representatives of university management, libraries and researchers after
a open access policy development workshop in Nairobi, Kenya, in 2019.

In Kenya, where 20 universities took part in the project, the
amount of research published in OA increased by more than
four times. In Tanzania, at 17 institutions, OA content doubled,

and in Uganda, at 11 institutions, it more than doubledh - // gifl.net/news/expandineaccesgesearcheastafrica0.
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25 MORE OA POLICIES "

We supported policy development through a mixture of activities: raising awareness about the benefits of OA; setting up OA policy task
forces; building policy development capacity; providing OA policy templates for task forces to work with, and advocacy - in total, 87
meetings - to win the support of researchers and university managements for OA.

As a result, 25 more institutions adopted OA policies: 15 in Kenya, six in Tanzania, and four in Uganda. At another 17 universities and
institutions in the three countries, OA policies have been drafted and are ready for approval by university managements.

The policies mandate deposit of all research output produced at the universities, such as journal articles, theses and dissertations, in
institutional OA repositories.

24 MORE OA REPOSITORIES

The project led to the creation of 24 new OA repositories: 11 in Kenya, eight in Tanzania and five in Uganda. It also led to improvements
in 23 existing OA repositories. We also worked with the Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology (COSTECH) on enhancements
and workflows of the national OA repository which harvests content from institutional repositories.

At the outset of the project, using the EIFL repository checklist, the local project teams from KLISC, COTUL and CUUL conducted audits in
their countries to find out about the status of repositories, what software was being used, and the repository functionalities. The
checklist also gave repository managers and administrators insights into what well set up repositories could do, and recommendations
an how to set them up.

Librarians, who are repository managers, and librarians and IT officers, who are repository administrators, were invited to attend
workshops and webinars - in total, 48 training events - covering a wide range of topics: DSpace repositary set-up and enhancements,
policy administration, metadata standards and managing submissions workflows. By the end of the project, IT personnel had improved
their working relationships with library teams and their awareness of repositary softwares and their functionality. The IT teams
significantly improved their knowledge and skills in handling DSpace repositories, and can now troubleshoot and maintain their
systems, and provide technical support.

The in-country project teams from the library consortia provided on-site mentoring and consultation and online technical support for
installation, configuration and customization of repositories.

Repository improvements increased visibility and discoverability of content, enhanced user experiences, and ensured that back-up
procedures and disaster recovery plans were in place.
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